


October 1, 2005

Memorandum

To:
AB-CO Responsible(s) for SM18 Applications & Support
CC:
L.Walckiers AT-MTM
From:
SM18 Operation Team
Date:
10/1/2005
Re:
Version Changes in online Applications Software, Applications for SSS Testing etc  

1) SUNMTA33 (B Cluster) and SUNMTAxx (D Cluster) have a new version of AQA (vs 6.31)  which replaces the previous one ( v.6.21), but this version is installed only on the  local floor-level SunWS, so it is not possible with this version to check and validate the data. This new version is an improvement and permits to see the 4 quench heaters curves for a quadrupole ( IR- SSS’s and  Arc-SSS’s ) because previously these were  not visible & were hidden by the application.  Upstairs in the Control Room, we have the previous version which permits full checks & validation, but this version is not correctly equipped to test all Arc or IR SSS’s. We have to remind all concerned that it is the SM18 Op team which checks the goodness of these signals by eye to ensure the quench heaters integrity,  at low current as well as during higher (training) currents. In other words, it is not an automatic process as the name AQA implies. Hence it is important that these signal observations and validation tools are correctly provided and installed appropriately. 
 2) The application Instrumentation Analysis Procedure (IAP) for warm temperature tests (at the beginning & at the end of a magnet tests cycle) is not working for the voltage taps reading for Arc-SSS’s. This has been requested since early this year, (April 05); For OP team, the IAP application for SSS ‘s is seriously lacking the homogeneity with Dipole Testing and causes confusion amongst newcomers in Operation because of lack of similarities and usage. The OP team has been criticized several times this year for SSS Testing & IAP (including reasons for ICS re-open & re-connections); secondly, the rhythm of Arc-SSS testing has gone up dramatically in 2005 as shown by tested magnets statistics. It is extremely frustrating and de-motivating for the 24 hr operation staff that IAP version still remains the same after all these months  and does not follow the AQA improvements & evolution as mentioned  in point (1) above.
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